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emanating from the pen of these enthusiasts is indeed one
of the permanent monuments of the time and justifies the
special attention which will be accorded to it in the following
pages. If the crusade had aroused so much sympathy in
Europe, how can we account for the meagreness of its out-
come and the ultimate failure of the movement as a whole?
The futility of all efforts to save the Holy Land might be
ascribed in part to the circumstances of European politics
already outlined in this chapter. On the other hand, the
state of the Islamic world was yet another principal element
in the frustration and collapse of the crusading movement.
It would be i<Jlc to dwell on all the events and institutions
which formed the basic strength of Egypt in Asia and of
Turkey in Europe, although a brief survey of some of these
seems both necessary and helpful.
Egypt in the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries was one
of the most prosperous countries in the world. The
description of Cairo and Alexandria by late medieval
travellers, frequently quoted in the first part of this study,1
and the accounts of the contemporary Egyptian chroniclers,
read like a fairy tale. In dealing with the social and home
life of the Marnluks, Stanley Lane-Poole suggested that
'we must turn to the Thousand and One Nights, where, whatever the origin
and scene of the stories, the manners and customs are drawn from the society
which the narrators saw about them in Cairo in the days of the Mamluks; and
the various articles of luxury that have come down to us, the goblets, incense-
burners, bowls, and dishes of fine inlaid silver and gold, confirm the fidelity
of the picture*.8
The chief source of this fabulous wealth was not Egypt
itself, whose arable land was limited to a comparatively
small and narrow strip of soil on the banks of the Nile in
times when the modern irrigation system was unknown.
It was not only in articles of luxury that the natural resources
of Egypt were defective, but also in some of the primary
raw materials, necessary for the maintenance of a large
army, Egypt had no forests to supply timber for the
1 vide infra, Chapters (VIII and IX) on Pilgrims, Travellers and Propa-
gandists*
a J9VV/. of Egypt in tie Middle Ages, 251.